
Early History 

Of 

Bledlow Village Cricket 
 

1850 to 1914 

  



Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Wednesday 18 June 1856 

BLEDLOW. 

CRICKET.—On Thursday last, the return game at cricket, between eleven 

married and the like number of single, was played at this place, when the 

"double blessed" gentlemen were again the winners, with 28 runs to spare. 

The batting of Messrs. Folbey (Folley?) and Walton, on the part of the 

married, was of a first-class description. and elicited rounds of applause 

from the spectators. The bowling on both sides was very good. The 

following is the score 

 



Thame Gazette - Tuesday 28 July 1857 

CHINNOR. 

Cricket.— An excellent game of cricket was played at Chinnor between the 

Chinnor and Bledlow Clubs; when the former proved victorious scoring 

the first innings 39, and in the second 36. The Bledlow gentlemen scored 

first innings, 24; second ditto, 29; majority for Chinnor 21. 

 

Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Wednesday 09 June 1858 

BLEDLOW. 

Cricket.—We understand that, on Wednesday (this day), a game at cricket 

will take place at Bledlow, between the married sad single players, by the 

kind permission Mr. Thos. Lee, is the Moor, near the Red Lion. Between 

the innings, a cold spread will be provided by Mr. James Folley, of the Red 

Lion. For the last four years, the married lads have been the winners 

but, on this occasion, the unmarried players determined, if possible, to “go 

in and win”. 

 

 

 

Note that this indicates that friendly cricket was being played in 

Bledlow for a least 4 years before 1858. 

  



Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Wednesday 28 July 1858 

BLEDLOW 

Cricket.—We understand that, on Thursday next, a game at cricket will 

come off at this place between eleven players of the Bledlow Evening Star 

Club and eleven players of the Thame Morning Star Club. The game will 

take place in the Moor, near the Red Lion ; and, after one innings, the 

players will partake of a cold dinner, provided by Mr. Folley, of the Lion 

Inn. The stumps will be pitched at eleven o'clock. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 07 August 1858 

BLEDLOW v. THAME.  

On the 29th ult. a game of cricket came off at Bledlow, between the players 

of the Thame Morning Star Club and the players of the Bledlow Club, 

which resulted in the easy victory of the Bledlowites, whose bowling and 

fielding was very good, and the batting of the Rev. O. Grace was very 

"promising," he having made splendid off hit for 5.  

The following is the score:- 

 

A rather serious accident, we are sorry to record, happened to one of the 

Thame side, who, falling over a mound, broke his collar-bone. Mr. Noble, 

of Thame, who was on the spot, rendered medical aid, and we understand 

the sufferer is going favourably. The return match is to be played at 

Thame, Thursday, the 12th inst. 



Thame Gazette - Tuesday 03 August 1858 

Oxford Journal - Saturday 07 August 1858 

THAME, AUGUST 3, 1858 

A cricket match was played the Bledlow ground, between 11 of the Thame 

Morning Star Club, and 11 of the Bledlow club, which as will be seen by 

the score ended in favour of the last mentioned. Messrs. Watson and S. 

Field were “stars” of the greatest magnitude, the former scoring 14 and 16, 

and the latter resigned the willow for 17 in the two innings. On the Bledlow 

side the Rev. O. J. Grace made 8 runs in his first assay, and in his second 

was well caught by Rimell, after adding 11 more to the “state of the poll. 

The wickets were afterwards carefully guarded till the game was called, by 

Messrs. Lee and Folley, and the former, in this innings, kept “the ball 

rolling” for 18. A capital dinner was provided, the ground, by Mr. Folley, 

and the whole of the proceedings were of a most satisfactory character. 

The return match will shortly be played at Thame, and although the “stars” 

have suffered a partial eclipse, nothing daunted, they express great 

confidence in their ability to shine their own sphere, the next occasion of 

their appearance, and that their total will be a total eclipse to their 

opponents, The following is the score:  

  



Thame Gazette - Tuesday 17 August 1858 

CRICKET, The return match between the Thame Morning Star and the 

Bledlow clubs, was played on Thursday last, at Thame, when the former 

were proclaimed the victors with five wickets to fall. This was a well played 

game throughout and reflected great credit both sides, the scores as will 

be seen below are not remarkable for long numbers, which is entirely 

attributable to the excellent bowling on both sides. Further comment is 

unnecessary, as it would be merely repetition of the score, which is as 

follows: 

  



Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Saturday 11 June 1859 

BLEDLOW r. WHITFIELD  

This match, between eleven of the Bledlow and eleven of the Whitfield 

clubs, came off on Monday last, on the Bledlow cricket ground. The 

ground was in excellent order, and there was every appearance of a fine 

day. It was evident the Bledlow gents would win the game from the first. 

The batting of Messrs. Folley, Gurney, Lee, and Higgs was excellent, as 

the scoring will show. There was a cold collation served up by mine host 

Folley, to which ample justice was done. The following is the score:- 

 

  



South Bucks Free Press - Saturday 18 June 1859 

Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Wednesday 15 June 1859 

Thame Gazette - Tuesday 14 June 1859 

BLEDLOW Cricket  

On Monday last, a match was played at Bledlow, between the Wheatfield 
United and Bledlow Clubs, which was easily won by the later, with 78 
runs to spare. It appears that Bledlow over-rated the strength of their 
opponents, most of whom were novices in the game, and brought a 
strong team into the field. The following is the score:-  

 

  



Oxford Chronicle and Reading Gazette - Saturday 25 June 1859 

Thame Gazette - Tuesday 28 June 1859 

Wheatfield United v. Bledlow Club. 

The return match between these clubs came off on Monday last at 
Wheatfield, and. owing to the unfavourable state of the weather could not 
be played out, but was decided the first innings, in favour of the 
Wheatfield gents, by 2 runs. Messrs. C Smith and Casemore. By lively play 
obtained scores on the part of the Wheatfield; also the fielding of Messrs 
Payne and Hutt on the same side, was much admired. On the Bledlow side 
the batting of Mr. Lee was very good. The bowling on both sides was very 
straight. The following is the score:- 

 

  



Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Saturday 20 June 1863 

CHINNOR v. BLEDLOW. 

A game at cricket was played on the Bledlow ground, on Monday week, 
between elevens belonging to the above villages, which ended in favour of 
the Bledlow players, with six wickets to fall. Score:- 

 

After the match, the players adjourned to the Red Lion, and sat down to a 
substantial supper provided in excellent style by Mr. James Folley, to 
which ample justice was done, and which gave the most complete 
satisfaction. 



Bucks Chronicle and Bucks Gazette - Saturday 11 July 1863 

CHINNOR v. BLEDLOW. 

.  

  



Thame Gazette - Tuesday 20 June 1865 

CHINNOR  CRICKET 

The usually quiet village of Hampton, in this parish. was enlivened on 

Wednesday last, by the arrival of two of her Majesty's servants, to play a 

game of cricket for a dinner. The parties were the postman from Princes 

Risborough to Bledlow, and the one from Tetsworth to Chinnor. when the 

Tetsworth man came off victorious with 9 runs to spare. After the game 

the parties and their friends retired to the Spud and Jilks Inn, where they 

partook of a substantial meal provided by Host Rogers. There were several 

matches after, the most interesting was one between a Buckinghamshire 

knight of the cleaver and an Oxfordshire farmer, but the Oxonian proved 

too sharp for the cleaver, after a well contested game.   



Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 18 June 1870 

LOWER BLEDLOW v. CHURCH END. 

A most exciting match was played in Mr. John Folley's meadow, on the 
9th inst., the sides being respectively Upper (or Church End) and Lower 
Bledlow. The game was the more interesting from the fact of some of the 
Lower men being over-confident and underrating their opponents, the 
sequel being that after a well-contested game Church End proved too 
much for them, winning with three wickets to spare. 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 10 June 1871 

Bledlow v. Longwick and Illmire. On the lst inst., a match was 

played between Bledlow and Longwick-with-Illmire, and terminated in 

favour of the former, with three wickets to go down.  

At the conclusion of the above match, a " Scratch " side was chosen, and a 

good game played, but owing to the scoring of John Gilbert.it resulted a 

tie, so that, as he facetiously observed, no one should win, and all pay alike.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 10 June 1871 

BLEDLOW v. BLEDLOW RIDGE 

Single Wicket Match. 

A game of single wicket was played on the lst inst., between Messrs. West 

and Pitcher, of Bledlow Ridge, and Messrs. J. and I. Folley, of Bledlow. 

After some very good play, the "Lords of the Hills " proved too strong for 

those of the " Vale," and defeated their opponents.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 21 June 1873 

 

LOWER BLEDLOW v. CHURCH END. 

The return match between sides of " thirteen" selected from Church End 
and Lower Bledlow (assisted by three non-residents) was played on 
Monday last. Mr. W. Clarke, of the Manor Farm, very kindly gave 
permission for the game to take place in the Warren, one of the prettiest 
spots in the Chilterns. The bowling of Mr. H. Farey, of Wycombe, was 
admirable, his "shooters" sending the timbers flying in all directions. Mr. 
A. Cornish, of Tetsworth, and Messrs. J. and H. Folley acquitted 
themselves well in the bowling department. The batting of Mr. J. Farey in 
the second innings elicited frequent applause. Between the games tea, &c, 
was prepared, of which the players and friends partook, Mrs. Folley acting 
as hostess and T. Wheeler as wood carrier and stoker. the conclusion a 
vote of thanks and some hearty cheers were given Mr. W. Clarke for the 
loan of the ground. Subjoined is the score :—  
 

 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 25 July 1874 

BLEDLOW v. BRADENHAM. 

A match was played at Bledlow, on Monday last, between the above clubs, 

terminating in favour of Bradenham by one wicket. Dinner was provided 

between the innings by Mr. James Folley, in his usual style.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 15 August 1874 

BLEDLOW v. BRADENHAM 

On Wednesday, 29th ult., the return match was played at Bradenham 
between the above clubs, and terminated in decisive victory for 
Bradenham. The bowling of Mr. T. Smith (who also a member of the 
Bledlow C. C.) 'was excellent, and proved much too good for his brethren 
of Bledlow. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 29 May 1875 

BLEDLOW. 

On Friday, 21st., the Bledlow club, by the kind permission of Mr. John 

Brooks, played their opening match in a meadow called " Five Acres." The 

weather proved unpropitious, but the members of the club made the best 

of it, and managed to play one innings on each side between the showers. 

Sides were chosen by Messrs. Thomas Grange and John Brooks, jun., the 

latter gentleman's eleven making the highest score—6l. Towards this Mr. 

Richard Gurney, jun., contributed 23, made up of one 4, three 3's, three 

2's, &c, and Mr. John Brooks, 19, made up of three 3's, three 2's, &c. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 12 June 1875 

BLEDLOW v. PRINCES RISBOROUGH. 

On Wednesday, the 2nd inst., a match was played at Bledlow, between 

eleven junior members of the Bledlow Club and an eleven of Risborough, 

in a meadow kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. John Brooks. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 07 August 1875 

BLEDLOW v. CHINNOR 

A match was played at Chinnor, on the ult., between eleven of Bledlow 

and an eleven of Chinnor, resulting in victory for the home team. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 14 August 1875 

BLEDLOW v. SYDENHAM. 

A match was played at Bledlow, on Wednesday, the 4th inst., between the 

above clubs, in a meadow kindly lent for the occasion Mr. John Brooks. 

Bledlow went in first, and made a score of 46, towards which H. Faber 

contributed 17. Sydenham then went to the wicket, and at first obtained 

runs but slowly, six wickets falling for 12, but H. Witney taking the bat 

soon changed the fortunes of the day, he scoring 52 (not out); E. Witney 

also made a good stand, facing him. The last wicket fell for 78. In the next 

innings Bledlow scored 62, W. Burgess contributing 23. excellent dinner 

was provided between the innings by Mr. J. Folley, of the Red Lion Inn, to 

which ample justice was done by the players and others. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 18 September 1875 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH and Bledlow 

THE HARVEST FESTIVAL 

With the finest of weather and under the most favourable circumstances, 

the Princes Risborough harvest festival and anniversary of the Church 

restoration was held on Wednesday, field kindly lent by Mrs. Young. A 

large tent, supplied by Mr. Young, of Wycombe, had been erected for the 

accommodation of visitors, and for those who came to partake of tea. The 

proceedings commenced with morning service in the Parish Church. 

Prayers were read and a sermon preached by the Rev. T. Lipscombe, who 

has taken charge of the parish during the temporary absence of the Rector. 

There was also a celebration of the Holy Communion. In the afternoon, 

two games of cricket were played in the field, one between the boys of 

Princes Risborough and Aylesbury, which resulted in a victory for the 

latter; the other between the men of Princes Risborough and Bledlow, 

which was won by the former. At three o'clock, the ladies who kindly 

offered to give trays assembled in the tent and arranged their different 

tables with an abundant supply of tea, cake, &c, for the benefit of those 

who had provided themselves with tickets. The wants of the adults having 

been thoroughly satisfied, the children of the Church Day and Sunday 

Schools, to the number of 153, were next cared for, and we need scarcely 

say that the eatables kindly provided for them by the Rector, soon 

disappeared. Trays for the tea were supplied and superintended by the 

following ladies and gentlemen:—Mrs. Little, Miss Walton, Miss Barnard 

(the Grange), Miss Partridge (Horsendon) Mrs. Rumsey, Miss Farrar, 

Mrs. Warren, Miss Phelps, Mrs. and Miss Ives (Monks Risborough), Mr. 

Stratton, Mrs. Ayres, Mrs. Nottingham, Mrs. S. Clark, Mrs. East, Mrs. 

Looseley, Miss Barnard, Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Parslow, and Miss Kingham. The 

service in the evening commenced at 6.30. The clergy and choir robed in 

the school, and marched to the west door, singing as processional, " 

Onward Christian Soldiers" (Hymns Ancient and Modern, No. 385). The 

prayers were intoned by the Rev. T. Lipscombe, and a very appropriate 

sermon was preached the Rev. P. S. Ward, former curate, now vicar of 

Apsley End, Herts. The church had been tastefully decorated for the 

occasion with flowers fruit and grain, those who took part in decorating 

the sacred edifice being Mrs. Lipscombe, Miss Farrar, and the Misses 

Phelps. The offertory the different services, and the proceeds of the tea, 

will be devoted to the Bucks Infirmary.  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 25 September 1875 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH v. BLEDLOW 

 On Wednesday week the return match was played on the Princes 

Risborough cricket ground, between elevens of Bledlow and Risborough, 

and was won by the former.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 02 October 1875 

BLEDLOW v. LITTLE KIMBLE 

The return match between these clubs was played Little Kimble on 

Thursday, the 23rd ult., and was decided on the first innings in favour of 

Bledlow, the weather being so bad that it was impossible to play the 

second innings. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 17 June 1876 

BLEDLOW 

MARRIED v. SINGLE. match was played at Bledlow, on Friday, 

the 9th inst., between the married and single members of the 

Bledlow Club, meadow kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. J. 

Brooke. The game was decided in favour of the bachelors with 

wickets to spare. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 22 April 1876 

BLEDLOW 

The Cricket Club.—On Monday last the above club commenced 
the cricket season by playing a match in the beautiful spot known 
as "The Warren”, Mr. W. Clarke, Manor Farm, having kindly 
granted the members permission to use it. Sides were chosen by 
Messrs. J. Brooks and R. Gurney, and alter exciting contest the 
gams terminated in favour of Mr. W. Clarke, of Manor Farm, 
having kindly granted the members permission to use it. Sides 
were chosen by Messrs. J. Brooks and R. Gurney, and after an 
exciting contest the game terminated in favour of Mr. Gurney’s 
side. 

 

 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 26 May 1877 

BLEDLOW v. KIMBLE 

A match was played Kimble, on Tuesday last, between the 

above clubs, resulting in any easy victory for Bledlow. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 11 August 1877 

BLEDLOW CLUB v. STAR CLUB, HIGH WYCOMBE 

Match was played at Bledlow, on the 30th ult., between 

the above clubs, in a meadow kindly lent for the occasion 

by Mr. W. Clarke, of Manor Farm. The game was decided 

on the first innings in favour of the visitors, time not 

permitting it to be played oat. Mr. James Folley, of the 

Red Lion Inn, catered his usual excellent style. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 18 August 1877 

MONKS RISBOROUGH v. BLEDLOW 

This match was played Bledlow recently, between boys under 16, and 

resulted in a victory for Monks Risborough by six wickets. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 07 June 1879 

BLEDLOW CLUB v. WYCOMBE GROCERS' ASSISTANTS' CLUB 

This match was played Bledlow on Monday last, in meadow kindly lent 

for the occasion by Mr. J. Stopps, and was decided on the first innings in 

favour of the visitors, time not permitting the game to be finished. 

   



Bucks Herald - Saturday 06 September 1879 

BLEDLOW  v. SAUNDERTON 

This match was played at Bledlow on Monday last, meadow kindly lent for 

the occasion by Mr. J. Stopps. The game, which was an interesting one, 

was keenly watched by large number of spectators. The visitors went first 

to the wickets, and put together a score of 55, 24 of which were 

contributed by Mr. E. Gurney, jun. The home team then handled the 

willow, but only succeeded scoring 39. Saunderton next scored 67, and 

Bledlow on taking their places at the wickets again had 84 runs to get in 

order to win. This seemed a hopeless task, looking at the disastrous result 

of the first innings; but chiefly through the fine batting of Mr. Thomas 

Grange the home team managed to obtain just the number, thus beating 

their opponents by one run. A pleasant evening was afterward spent at 

the Red Lion Inn, where supper was provided by Mr. Jas. Folley. A vote 

of thanks was passed to Mr. J. Stopps for the use of the meadow, and the 

usual toasts were drunk. 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 14 May 1881 

BLEDLOW—Cricket Club 

A meeting of the members of this club was held the Red Lion Inn, on 
Monday evening. Mr. E. Catton was re-elected treasurer and secretary, 
and Mr. G. Foster captain. Mr. Folley, landlord of the Red Lion, promised 
a new bat to the member who makes the highest average of runs in the 
season, and a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Stopps for allowing the 
use of his meadow for practice. 

  

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 23 July 1881 

BLEDLOW v. WEST WYCOMBE. 

A match was played at West Wycombe, between the above clubs, on 

Saturday last, resulting in favour of the home team. capital spread was 

provided by Mr. G. Hodson, at the Plough Inn.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 06 August 1881 

BLEDLOW CRICKET CLUB. 

A match was played at Bledlow on Monday last between the members of 

the above club, in meadow kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. J. Stopps. 

Sides were chosen by Mr. F. Folley and Mr. G. Foster 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 01 October 1881 

BLEDLOW v. WEST WYCOMBE.  

The return match between these clubs was played at Bledlow on Monday 
last in a meadow kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. J. Stopps, and resulted 
in a victory for the visitors, with six wickets to spare. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 28 April 1883 

BLEDLOW 

Cricket Club Meeting.—A meeting of the Bledlow and Henton Cricket Club 
was held at the Red Lion Inn, Bledlow, on Tuesday last. It was stated that 
Mr. John Folley, of Hempton, had kindly placed field at the disposal of the 
members. Mr. F. Folley was re-elected captain. 

 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 11 August 1883 

WEST WYCOMBE. HORTICULTURAL SHOW. 

The twelfth annual show of the West Wycombe Horticultural Society, 

one of the most popular events of the kind in this district, was held on 

Tuesday last at Lady Dashwood's Park, the use of which was again 

kindly wanted for the occasion. 

A cricket match was played between eleven of West Wycombe parish 

and eleven of Bledlow parish, in which the home representatives were 

triumphant. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 21 April 1888 

BLEDLOW   Cricket Club 

Several meetings have recently been held in the Schoolroom here, for 

the purpose of forming cricket club in this district. As many members are 

residents of the adjoining village of Henton, it has been decided to name 

the club the " Bledlow and Henton C. C."  The vicar of Bledlow, the Rev. 

T. Aikin Sneath, has kindly consented to act as President, and the 

following officers have been elected : —Treasurer, Mr. J. Stopps ; 

captain, Mr. F. Folley; secretary, Mr. Catton. Mr. J. Stopps, of Bledlow, 

and Mr. J. Folley, of Henton, have kindly placed convenient meadows 

the disposal of the members. The club will meet for practice on Mondays 

at Henton, and on Thursdays and Saturdays in each week Bledlow. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 26 May 1888 

Bledlow and Henton v. Princes Risborough. 

— A match was played between the above clubs on Tuesday Bledlow, 

resulting in a victory for the Risborough Club on the first innings. Some 

very good play was shown on both sides. In the second innings Mr. J. 

Folley performed what is known as the " hat trick," taking 3 wickets in 

succession, and we understand that he is to be presented with hat. Score: 

Princes Risborough, first innings, 68; second (6 wickets), 22. Bledlow, one 

innings, 30.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 23 February 1889 

BLEDLOW  

Entertainment. An entertainment consisting of vocal and instrumental music 

and the amusing farce of " The Dumb Belle " was given in the Schoolroom on 

Monday last in aid of the funds of the Bledlow Cricket Club. The first part of the 

programme was rather long, but judging from the numerous encores 

demanded, gave satisfaction, while the farce met with general approval. Miss 

Dover kindly acted as accompanist. Many thanks are due to those friends who 

came (some from a long distance) to support so worthy cause. Subjoined is the 

programme Part I. —Piano solo, Selection, Miss Dover ; song, 4C Powder 

monkey," Mr. Page song, “Bally hooly”  (encored), Mr. Gilbert; song, " Faded 

flower (encored) Mr. Watts ; song, " Sister Susan (encored), Mr. Allen ; song, 

"Turnham toll," Miss Dover song, " All alive ' (encored), Mr. Folley ; song, " 

Number two " (encored). Miss E. Sneath ; song, "Goblins in the churchyard" 

(encored), Mr. H. Jefferies ; song, " Jack's yarn," Mr. Watts ; song, " Banbury 

Cross," Miss Dover ; song, " Michael Murphy " (encored), Mr. Gilbert ; song, " 

True till death," Mr. Page; song, "Cockles and mussels" (encored), Miss E. 

Sneath; song, with banjo accompaniment, "Come along, Mary" (encored), Mr. 

Allen, art n.—"The Dumb Belle." Characters: Vivian (suitor to the dumb belle), 

Mr. Catton ; Manvers (uncle to Eliza), Mr. J. W. Avery; O'Smirk (valet to Vivian), 

Mr. T. Brooks; Eliza Anderton (the dumb belle), Mr. F. Folley; Mary (servant to 

Eliza), Mr. H. Avery ; Bernard (friend of Vivian), Mr. C. Brooks; " God save the 

Queen." 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 08 June 1895 

 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 19 June 1897 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club.--A meeting for the purpose of forming Cricket Club was 

held in the Schoolroom on Tuesday, when the following officers were appointed 

President, the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt; Captain, Mr. G. H. Quint; Sub-captain, Mr. W. 

Stopps; Secretary, Mr. E. Catton Treasurer, Mr. J. Austin. A Committee was elected, 

and arrangements made to play the opening match on 22nd, Mr. E. Thompson 

having kindly offered the use of a meadow for that occasion. 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 07 August 1897 

BLEDLOW. Cricket. --The Bledlow Cricket Club which has only lately been formed 

played their first match on the 24th July with Lacey Green Cricket Club, defeating the 

visitors by 9 wickets. Score:—Lacey Green, 27 and 23; Bledlow, 47 and 4 for one 

wicket. F. Turner and E. Butler were the chief contributors for Lacey Green, and G. 

Quint, R. Newell, and J. Austin for Bledlow. B. Butler and T. Adams bowled for the 

visitors; G. Quint and W. Stopps for the home team.  

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 19 November 1898 

BLEDLOW. The Cricket Club.—A very enjoyable evening was passed by the 

members of the Bledlow Cricket Club and a few friends on Tuesday, 8th inst., when 

a capital meat tea was provided at the Barleycorn by Host Newell. Nearly forty 

members were present, the Vicar, the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, occupying the chair. 

Advantage was taken of the opportunity to present Mr. Jacob Stopps, of Holly Green 

Farm, with handsome pipe as a small token of the esteem which he is regarded by 

the members of the Club, and of their gratitude for his kindness allowing the use of a 

meadow for practice and matches. The presentation made by the Vicar. During the 

evening Sir. Quint, captain and secretary, gave a report of what had been done 

daring the year, and the treasurer, Mr. J. Austin, rendered favourable account of the 

finances the Club. Song, and recitations enlivened the proceedings, which were 

brought to a close with the National Anthem. 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 29 October 1898 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club.—A general meeting; members the Bledlow Cricket Club 

was held the Schoolroom on Tuesday evening. Mr. Joseph Austin, treasurer, 

reported that there were outstanding liabilities, and a balance hand of £2:7s:11d, 

being an increase on that of last year by 11s. Mr. G. Quint, the captain and 

secretary, stated that during the past season eight matches bad been played, of 

which five had been won and three lost, result which was considered satisfactory for 

young club, especially when it was remembered that in one of the three matches 

they had been defeated by only one ran. A vote of thanks to Mr. J. Stopps. of Holly 

Green Farm, was unanimously passed for his kindness granting the use of meadow 

daring the past season. A subcommittee was formed to make arrangements for 

providing a supper for the members of the club and friends. 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 11 June 1898 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 13 May 1899 

 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 16 September 1899 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 23 September 1899 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 30 September 1899 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 21 October 1899 

BLEDLOW Cricket Club. —The annual general meeting of this Club was held in 

Schoolroom on Thursday, October 12. Mr. Joseph Austin, treasurer, reported that, 

although the expenses during the past season bad been unusually heavy, the 

subscriptions received bad been sufficient to defray the expenditure, and to leave a 

balance in band of 6s. 9d. Mr. G. Quint, secretary, stated that nine matches hail 

been played, of which tight bail been won and one lost. The number of runs scored 

were 762 for 104 wickets, average 7 3 per wicket; opponents, 442 runs for 143 

wickets, average 2 8 per wicket. Mr, John Folley, with average of 17 runs for 12 

innings, takes the prize—a bat—offered by the Club to the highest scorer. ln bowling 

Messrs. J. and W. have been very successful, while Messrs. G. Folley and G. Quint 

also proved very useful. It was decided to wind up the season in similar manner to 

last year, and convivial meeting will be held shortly. Votes of thanks were passed to 

Messrs. E. Cation and W. Folley for their services umpires; to Mr. J. Stopps for the 

use of the ground; and to the Vicar (the president) for the use of the Schoolroom for 

meeting. 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 18 November 1899 

Cricket Supper.— The Bledlow Cricket Club held their annual .-upper on Tuesday io 

last w ek the Barleycorn, host Newell catering io bis usual excellent style. Nearly 

fatty members were present, the Vicar presiding. During the evening the usual loyal 

toasts, and those of the president and officers of the club, were duly honoured, and 

songs contributed by Messrs. G. Jones, W. Stoops, F. Folley, G. Quint, H. Newell, F. 

Nicholls and other members of the club. Mr. John Folley, jun., was presented with 

bat for obtaining the highest batting average during the season, and Mr. J. Stopps, 

who kindly allows the club the use of a large meadow for practice and matches, was 

requested to accept of handsome umbrella for Mr-. Stopps io recognition of her 

kindness to the cricketers during the past season. 

  



Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 27 January 1900 

BLEDLOW  

Death of Mr. James FOLLEY —It is with regret we record the death of Mr. James 
Folley, late of the Red Lion, which took place on Tuesday. the 23rd inst., at the age of 
66 rears, after a long illness. Mr. Folley was landlord of the Red Lion for a period of 46 
years, during which time he conducted the house to the satisfaction of the public and 
police. He was a keen man of business and true sportsman, taking a great interest in 
cricket, and in his younger days played with credit with most of the local teams in the 
neighbourhood. The last match he witnessed was between the Wycombe butchers 
and Bledlow farmers, to which he was conveyed in a trap for the purpose. Mr. Folley 
was of genial disposition, and very generous to those in need. He retired from the Red 
Lion about 22 months ago. Deceased leaves a family of two sons and one daughter 
to mourn his lose. The funeral took place yesterday (Friday) at Bledlow 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 17 March 1900 

BLEDLOW.  

The Cricket Club. --The annual meeting of the above was held in the Schoolroom on 
Wednesday evening in last week, Mr. J. Stopps in the chair. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and confirmed, and the Treasurer reported that there was small 
balance in hand. The following officers were unanimously re-elected: President, the 
Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt; vice-president, Mr. J. Stopps; captain, Mr. John Folley vice-
captain, Mr. W. Stopps; treasurer, Mr. J. Austin; secretary, Mr. G. H. Quint. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 12 May 1900 

BLEDLOW v. PRINCES RISBOROUGH. 

The first match of the season was played on the Risborough ground between the 

above Clubs on Saturday, and ended in favour of Bledlow by 12 runs with 2 wickets 

spare. 

The day was an ideal one for cricket and some good play was witnessed on both sides. 

The match resulted as follows : - 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 26 May 1900 

BLEDLOW v. THAME CONGREGATIONAL. 

Played Bledlow on Saturday and resulted in easy win for the home team. Score:—  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 02 June 1900 

BLEDLOW v. OXFORD COUNTY SCHOOL. THAME. 

Played Thame on Saturday, resulting in an easy win for Bledlow by an innings and 49 
runs. Score  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 23 June 1900 

BLEDLOW v. SPEEN. 

Played at Bledlow on Saturday, June 9, and won by Bledlow one run. Score:—  

 



South Bucks Standard - Friday 29 June 1900 

BLEDLOW v. KIMBLE 

Played at Bledlow the 21st inst. and resulted in favour of the home team. 

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 03 August 1900 

BLEDLOW v. PRINCES BISBOBOUGH. 

The above match was played on the ground of the former on Saturday last in ideal 
cricket weather. The visiting learn were most unfortunate being only able to master 
three of their regular players, the other places having to be filled at the last moment. 
Mr. Floyd and Harris may be congratulated on getting the match played. The visitors 
won the loss, and were all disposed of for 20 runs. John Folly bowled remarkably well 
throughout. The home team on taking their turn at the wickets found it difficult to score 
off the bowling of Harris and Floyd, who disposed of the lot lor 22. Risborough again 
went in and were disposed of for 27. being top scorer with 16 runs. This left the home 
team 26 to secure victory, which number they obtained for the loss of three wickets. 
Appended the score:—  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 21 September 1900 

BLEDLOW v. KINGSEY 

Played at Bledlow on the 15th inst., and resulted an easy win for the home team. 

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 28 September 1900 

BLEDLOW v. SPEEN. 

This match was played on the Speen ground Saturday lust, and resulted in a victory 
for the home team.  

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 26 October 1900 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 27 October 1900 

BLEDLOW.  

Cricket Club. -- The annual general meeting of the members of the Bledlow Cricket 

Club was held in the Schoolroom on Tuesday evening, Mr. J. Stopps in the chair. The 

secretary, Mr. G. H. Quint, presented his report. During the past season the Club had 

played 12 matches, of which 9 had been won and 3 lost: 1,031 runs had been scored 

for loss of 137 wickets, their opponents having scored 867 runs for 213 wickets. Mr. 

George Folley, with average of 8 runs, secured the bat offered by the Club to the 

highest scorer, Mr. G. H. Quint running him very closely. The treasurer, Mr. Joseph 

Austin, stated he was glad the funds were in satisfactory condition. Last year there 

was a small deficit of 1s. 4d., but now, after the payment of all expenses, there was a 

balance band of £1:3s:8d, the income from all sources amounting to £6 :7s:8d, and 

the expenditure to £5:4s. The Club is greatly indebted to the president, the Rev J. F. 

S. Pritchitt. for his liberal subscription of £2 ; and also to Mr. J. Stopps for his kindness 

in providing a suitable ground for matches and for practice free of charge. Votes of 

thanks to the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary concluded the 

meeting. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 10 November 1900 

BLEDLOW.  

Cricket Supper. -- The annual supper the club was held the Queen Inn on Tuesday 

evening. Owing to the inclement weather, the attending was not so great as that of last 

year, but over forty members and friends sat down to an excellent repast served 

artistically by Host Lane. Mr. J. Stopps, the vice-president, occupied the chair, and the 

toasts were duly honoured. Advantage was taken of the opportunity to present Mr. 

Stopps with a silver mounted walking stick a slight recognition of his kindness for so 

many years in providing the ground for matches and practice. "May he live long to it, 

and never have an enemy to use it upon” was the sentiment expressed by the Club. 

Mr. Geo Folley then received the bat he had won for the highest batting average, and 

Mr. C. Knight was presented with the "hat" for performing the celebrated trick the last 

match played. Contributed by Messrs. F. Folley, G. H. Quint, G. Avery, G. A. Jones, 

W. Knight, and others enlivened the proceedings, and the gramophone brought by Mr. 

G. Folley was a source of amusement. Altogether a very enjoyable evening was 

passed. 
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South Bucks Standard - Friday 16 November 1900 

BLEDLOW. 

Concert. -- On Friday evening last, the 9th inst., an entertainment in aid of the Cricket 
Club and the School Funds was given in the schoolroom. The Rev. J. F. Stephenson, 
of Monks Risborough, very kindly consented to occupy the chair in the unavoidable 
absence of the Vicar (Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt). A fair sum was realised towards the 
objects in view, and many thanks are due to those friends who came from a distance 
to assist.  

Appended is the programme: — 

Part I.—Piano duet, " Canary Bird,” Miss Redrup and Miss A. Stopps; song. "Where 
simple daises grow," Mr. F. Nicholls; song, ‘"Bobs," Mr. G, Quint; song, "Come, birdie.” 
Miss K. Stopps; song, " Rose Marie,” the Rev. J. P. Stephenson; quartette, cornets, 
horn, and euphonium, " Town and Country” Messrs. C. Tucker. H. Rogers. H. Rogers, 
and W. Cummings; song. "They all love Jack.” Mr. W. M. Harris; song, " Saved from 
the storm,” Miss F. Stopps; song, "Sons of the sea" (encored), Mr. C. Tucker; song, 
"Angels in the window,” Mr. G. Jones.  

Part ll.—Piano duet, "Clan Campbell.” Miss Redrup and Miss A. Stopps: song. " Robin 
had hair (encored), Mr. G. Quint; song, “The miller and the maid,” Miss F. Stopps; 
song, "The baby on the shore” (encored), the Rev. J. F. Stephenson; quartette, 
"Passing clouds,” Messrs. C. Tucker. H. Rogers, H. Rogers, and W. Cummings; song. 
"Tom Bowling,” Mr. G. Jones; piano solo, "Souvenir de Martha,” Miss Redrup; song. "I 
can't think of nothin' else but you” (encored), Mr. C. Tucker; song, "Jack's the boy,” 
Mr. W. Harris; National Anthem. 
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Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 11 May 1901 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH v. BLEDLOW. 

These teams played the opening match for the present season on the Risborough 
Club ground Saturday last. The game resulted, as will be seen by the following scores, 
in a win for the home team on the first Innings, there being not sufficient time to 
complete the second innings. Score:— 

 

  



 Bucks Advertiser & Aylesbury News - Saturday 18 May 1901 

BLEDLOW v. BLEDLOW RIDGE. 

These teams met at Bledlow on Saturday, the home team proving victorious by 41 
runs.  

 

  



Oxford Times - Saturday 08 June 1901 

A correspondent tells me that “Lord Williams’ Grammar School” possess a strong side 
this year, and up to the present have won every match. Last week they defeated 
Bledlow by 88 runs; a most creditable performance, as Bledlow was considered quite 
the best of the villages round Thame. Kirtland made a fine score of 76, and also did 
the “hat trick." This reads all very well, but I should think great deal more of the 
performances if the team was entirely composed of pupils. The playing of masters and 
a professional always seems to me rather feeble policy. 

 

  



 South Bucks Standard - Friday 20 September 1901 

BLEDLOW v. PRINCES EISBOBOUGH. 

This match was played at Bledlow on Saturday last. The visitors won the toss, and 
ran up the respectable score of 74 before the last wicket fell. Against this the visitors 
made 46. thus leaving the visitors successful by 28 runs. Thanks to the excellent 
batting of Benning who contributed 34 runs for his side, and to whom the victory was 
due. 

 

  



 Bucks Herald - Saturday 26 October 1901 

BLEDLOW. 

The Cricket Club. -- A general meeting of the members of the Bledlow Cricket Club 

was held in the Schoolroom on Wednesday evening, 16th inst. Mr. Jos. Austin, the 

treasurer, presented his report of the income and expenditure during the past season, 

stating that the total amount received from all sources, including subscriptions and the 

part proceeds of concert, was £6:15s:2d, while the expenses were £5:17s:11d. leaving 

a balance in hand of 17s. 3d. Mr. G. H. Quint, the secretary, stated that the Club had 

not been so successful as usual this year, as out of twelve matches only five had been 

won; but the members had the satisfaction of knowing that the majority of the majority 

of games lost their opponents had secured victory by only a narrow margin. Mr. Alfred 

Folley had obtained the highest batting average, 16.6, having made 166 runs during 

ten innings, and would therefore receive the bat offered by the Club for the best 

average. Messrs. John Folley, W, Stopps, Alfred Folley, and G. Quint had done well 

as bowlers, the two latter having performed “hat trick” during season. Votes of thanks 

the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, for acting as and for his liberal subscription, and to Mr. Stopps 

for the use of the of ground, brought the meeting to a close. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 09 November 1901 

BLEDLOW.  

Cricket Supper. --The annual supper of the Cricket Club was held Wednesday, 30th 

inst.at the Queen Inn, when 42 members sat down to an excellent repast provided Mr. 

C. Ing. The chair was occupied by Mr. Jos. Austin, in the absence of the President, 

the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, who, to the regret of the Club, was unable to attend owing 

to recent bereavement, and to whom message of condolence, in accordance with the 

wish of the members, was afterwards conveyed by the Secretary. The following toasts 

were duly honoured “The King.” proposed the Chairman; ‘‘The President,” proposed 

the Secretary, Mr. G. Quint; “Success to the Club,’’ by Mr. John Folley, sen.,“The 

visitors, Mr. K. Catton (responded to Mr. C. Ing. of Haddenham; and “The Host,” by 

Mr. John Folley, Jun. During the evening Mr. Alfred Folley received the bat to which, 

as best batsman of the team, he was entitled. Mr. W. Stopps was presented with a 

handsome pipe and tobacco pooch in recognition the help he had given to the Club, 

and of his kindness in allowing the use of his ground to the members; while Mr. G. 

Quint, the secretary, was recipient of a brief bag, as a mark of esteem and 

acknowledgment of the efficient manner in which he had carried out the various duties 

connected with the office. Songs were contributed by Messrs. F. Jolley. Denton. G. 

Folley, G. Quint, E. Catton, T. lng and C. Ing, while Mr. Lawrence gave an excellent 

recitation. The National Anthem brought proceedings to a close. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 15 March 1902 

BLEDLOW. The Cricket Club.  

The annual general meeting of the Bledlow Cricket Club was held in the Schoolroom 

on Wednesday, inst Mr J. Stopps occupied the chair. The treasurer reported that the 

club was wholly free from debt, and that at the close of last season there was a balance 

hand of 6s. 3d. The Vicar the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, had already paid his generous 

subscription of £1, and also 5s. for the choir boys who are members of the juvenile 

division of the club. The following officers were unanimous!v elected : — President the 

Vicar; Vice-presidents, Mr. Jacob Stopps, Mr. J. Skilbeck, Mr. C. Skilbeck, and Mr T J 

Folley, sen., subject to the approval of the three gentlemen last-named, two of whom 

were present away from home: treasurer Mr J Austin; secretary, Mr. G. Quint; captain, 

Mr John Folley Jun.; vice-captain, Mr. W. Stoops; committee, Messrs. J. Beeson. E. 

J. Catton, C. Crawley, G. Folley, Jos. Folley, T. F. Ing, E. Thompson, and C. Ward. It 

was agreed that practice should lie held on Tuesday and Thursday in each week on 

the same ground last year, which Mr. Stopps has again kindly placed at the disposal 

of the club. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 03 May 1902 
HIGH WYCOMBE. BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 

The annual meeting was held on Monday, Saunderton, Present—Mrs. Oughton Giles (Radnage). 

Miss Johnson (Fingest), the Revs. A. S. Thompson (Little Marlow), M. Graves (Turville), J. B. Kirby R. 

F. Ashley Spencer (Chepping Wycombe), Sandal 1 (Bradenham), J. S. Pritchitt (Bledlow), and T. 

Peatfield (High Wycombe), Messrs. Walter Birch, C. W. Deacon, J. Bailey, J. Gomm, and J. 

Plumridge (High Wycombe), L. Jaques (Horsendon), W. E. Allan and A. Davis (Hughenden), T. G. 

Lunnon (Hedsor), Stratfold Read (Saunderton), J. Bloxsidge (Ibstone), R. Munger (Ellesborough). F. 

J. Chilton (Great and Little Kimble), G. Stratton and T. East (Princes Risborough), G. T. James (Great 

Hampden), J. and E. W. Harding (Stokenchurch), W. Hobbs and S. H. Norman (West Wycombe), J. 

Kingham (Illmire), A. Payne and J. S. Holland (Wendover), C. E. Ashdown and W. Ball (Chepping 

Wycombe), W. Humphreys (Monks Risborough), G. Smith (Lane End), A. Lunnon (Wooburn), L. J. 

Smith, jun., and W. T. Shaw (Marlow), with the Clerk (Mr. B. L. Reynolds)……………… 

Bledlow Report.—lnmates third week of Midsummer quarter, 1902, 28; 

corresponding week of last year, 77; ditto, fourth week, 28, 27—Mr. G. H. Quint, the 

master, reported that Lady Rose visited the school on Friday, and gave Easter eggs 

to the children; also that he had received two bats for the children from the Bledlow 

Cricket Club.—Mr. Read proposed, the Rev. J. B. Kirby seconded, and it was 

carried, that a hearty vote of thanks be passed to Lady Rose and the Bledlow Cricket 

Club. 

Saunderton Report. — lnmates, third week of Midsummer quarter, 1902, 

corresponding week of last year, 151; vagrants, 120, 70. Inmates, fourth week, 165, 

151: vagrants, 91. 63. In the House Visitors Book, under date April 28, Messrs. T. 

Harding, J. Bailer, W. Ball, and J. Gomm reported that they had visited the infirmary, 

and found everything clean and most satisfactory.  

 

  

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000270/19020503/040/0007
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000270/19020503/040/0007


Bucks Herald - Saturday 17 May 1902 

BLEDLOW v. HADDENHAM. 

The glorious uncertainty of cricket was well exemplified on Saturday on the Bledlow 

ground, when a match was played between the above clubs. Haddenham went first to 

the wickets and compiled 58 while Bledlow in the first innings put together 54. As it 

was then twenty minutes to six and stumps were to be drawn at half-past, it seemed 

sure thing for the visitors. However, on their taking the willow for the second time the 

fine bowling of John Folley, who took six wickets for four runs, and the smart fielding 

combined, proved too much for the Haddenham team, who were all out for 12 runs. 

The 17 required to win were then knocked off by the home team with eight wickets 

and ten minutes to spare. The sportsmanlike manner in which Haddenham played 

during their second innings is highly to be commended, for if anything the batsmen 

took less than the two minutes allowed them to till the places of their fallen comrades, 

and seemed to make a point of honour that there should be no delay, when nothing 

but delay could have saved them from defeat.  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 31 May 1902 

BLEDLOW MONKS RISBOROUGH.  

Played Bledlow on the 24th ins., the home team winning on the first innings 26 runs. 
Score:—  

 

  



 Bucks Herald - Saturday 22 November 1902 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club Supper. 

The members of the Bledlow Cricket Club held their annual supper at the Queen Inn 

Nov. 10, when the Vicar (Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt), the president the Club, occupied the 

chair. About fifty persons, including the visitors, were present—a slight increase the 

number attending last year. Host T. Ing catered in excellent style. The, toast list 

included "The King," "The Officers ,of the Club"—to which Mr. J. Folley (captain), Mr. 

J. Austin (treasurer), and Mr. G. Quint (secretary) responded—" Success to the 

Bledlow C.C.," "The Visitors" (proposed by Mr. Austin, Mr. C. Ing, Haddenham, 

replying), and "The President." proposed Mr. J. Stopps. During the evening the captain 

(Mr. J. Folley), having obtained the best bowling analysis, was presented with silver-

mounted walking stick; Mr. W. Stopps received a bat for the highest batting average, 

and Mr. G. Quint was presented with silver-mounted walking stick in acknowledgment 

his services as secretary. Songs were given at intervals by Messrs. J. Claydon, A. 

Crawley, E. J. Catton, A. Dover, F. Folley, W. Lawrence, and G. Quint. Altogether a 

very pleasant evening spent, and after singing the National Anthem the meeting broke 

up ten o'clock. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 28 March 1903 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club. 

The annual general meeting of the Cricket Club was held the Schoolroom on 

Wednesday, 18th inst., when a large number of members were present, and Mr. J. 

Stopps occupied the chair. The Treasurer (Mr. J. Austin) in making his financial 

statement reported that there were no outstanding debts, and that the end of last 

season there was a balance of 4d. in hand. He had this year received from the Vicar, 

the Rev, J. F. S. Pritchitt (President of the Club) his annual subscription of £1, and 

5s. paid as entrance fees of the choir boys to the juvenile club: also from Mr. E. J. 

Catton 19s. 9d. part proceeds of a concert, so that they were in good position to start 

the season. The following officers were elected: —President, the Vicar; Vice-

presidents, Messrs. J. Folley, sen., J. Skilbeck, C. O. Skilbeck, .T. Stopps, and E. L. 

Wooster; Captain, Mr. E. J. Folley; Vice-captain, Mr. G. Folley; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. 

J. Austin; Hon. Secretary. Mr. E. J. Catton; Committee, Messrs. J. W. Avery, A. 

Crawley, Jos. Folley, W. Folley, T. F. Ing, G. H. Quint, W. Stopps, and E. Thompson. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 16 May 1903 

BLEDLOW.  

Cricket. --The Bledlow cricket club played the first game of the season on Saturday, 

2nd inst., on their own ground, when they defeated the Haddenham club by 28 runs on 

the first innings, the scores being Haddenham 40, and Bledlow 68. D. Chapman, E. 

Parker, W. Cocks and R. Walker scored 7 runs each for Haddenham, while G. Folley 

22, A. Crawley 16, and A. Folley 12, made most of the runs for Bledlow.  

On Thursday, 7th inst., the Ickford team visited Bledlow. Play commenced early, and 

though the weather was showery the game was brought to a conclusion. Ickford 

scores were—first innings 42; second innings 37, J. Nelms and H. True being the chief 

contributors. The home team made the first innings, and 40 for five wickets at the 

second attempt, thus proving victors by 5 wickets. W. Stopps, A. Folley and G. Folley 

made most of the runs, while John Folley and A. Crawley bowled effectively. 

 

Saturday 30 May 1903 

Bledlow v. West Wycombe. — Played Bledlow on Saturday, and resulted 

in win for the home team by 7 wickets. For Bledlow John Folley and W. Stopps bowled 
well, the latter performing the "hat trick" the first innings.  

Score:—West Wycombe, and 44; Bledlow, 48 and 13. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 11 July 1903 

Cricket.— An enjoyable game was played at Bledlow on Saturday, between eleven 

lads of this village and eleven of Haddenham. The home team went first to the 

wickets and put together a total 67, F. White contributing 21 and F. Hunt 13. The 

visitors answered with 17, but as there was plenty of time the game was played right 

out, two innings on each side, the score being respectively—Bledlow, 67 and 36; 

Haddenham, 17 and 32. The whole party at the termination of the match, by the kind 

invitation of the Vicar, the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, proceeded to the Vicarage to tea. 

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 26 September 1903 

BLEDLOW v. ALEXANDRA, HIGH WYCOMBE.  

The Bledlow Cricket Club completed a successful season by defeating the Alexandra 

Cricket Club on Saturday on the home ground. This was the third match between these 

clubs during the year, the results being two games for Bledlow and one for the 

Alexandra. The visitors at the close of play adjourned to the Queen Inn, where a capital 

repast was provided by Mr. T. Ing, all expenses being generously defrayed by Mr. J. 

Gomm.  

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 23 October 1903 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 24 October 1903  

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club Supper.  

The Bledlow Cricket Club held the annual supper at the close of the season on 

Wednesday, the 14th inst,, at the Queen Inn. when Host T. Ing catered in his usual 

excellent style. The evening was very wet, which prevented many who lived at a 

distance from attending, but nearly forty members and friends were present. In the 

unavoidable absence of the Vicar, the Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt, the president of the Club, 

the chair was occupied by Mr. J. Stopps, one of the vice-presidents, who for many 

years has allowed the Club the free use of a very suitable and convenient meadow 

which to practice and play matches. During the evening thanks were accorded to him 

for his kindness, and gratitude was also expressed to the President for his liberal 

support to the funds of the Club. The following toasts were duly honoured: —" The 

King," proposed by Mr. J. Stopps; " The President," by Mr. E. J. Cat ton ; "The Vice-

presidents," by Mr. J. W. Avery, responded to Messrs. J. Stopps and John "Success 

to the Club," by Mr. J. Stopps; "The Visitors," by Mr. J. J. Folley, replied to by Mr. C. 

Ing, Haddenham; "Absent friends”, by Mr. G. H. Quint; "The Officers of the Club," by 

Mr. F. Folley, responded to by Messrs. J. Austin (treasurer), and E. J. Catton 

(secretary); " The Host," by Mr. J. Austin, to which Mr. T. replied. The musical part of 

the was supplied by Messrs. G. H. Quint, W. Stopps, F. Folley, A. Smith, C. Ing, H. 

Ing, — Walker, F. Nicholls, G. Folley, F. Lester, T. Ing, and J. Claydon. The very 

pleasant evening was brought to close by the singing of "Auld Lang Syne" and the 

National Anthem. 

 



South Bucks Standard - Friday 19 February 1904 

BLEDLOW. 

Presentation— Mr. Thomas P. Ing, who retired from the Metropolitan Police Force 
about three years ago and came to reside at the Queen Inn. Bledlow, is now 
relinquishing the tenancy and is about to leave the neighbourhood. His absence will 
be much felt by the Cricket Club, to whom he made himself useful in very many ways, 
especially acting either as umpire or scorer as the occasion demanded. In recognition 
of his services, a meeting of the members of the Club was held on Saturday evening 
last at the “Queen," when Mr. Ing was presented by the Secretary, behalf of the Club, 
with a useful pipe with two mouthpieces, enclosed in a case, and a serviceable walking 
stick, handsomely mounted and engraved as follows:-“Presented to Mr. Thomas Ing 
by the members of the Bledlow Cricket Club and others as token of respect and 
esteem. February 13th. 1904."  

 

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 02 April 1904 

BLEDLOW. 

Cricket Club. --The annual general meeting of the Bledlow C.C. was held the Queen 

Inn on Monday evening. There was a fair attendance of members. Mr. Jacob Stopps, 

one of the vice-presidents, took the chair. The Vicar, the Rev. J. S. Pritchitt (who a 

generous supporter of the Club) was unanimously chosen as president, and the 

following gentlemen were also placed in office:—Vice-presidents, Messrs. J. Folley, 

sen., J. Skilbeck, C. O. Skilbeck, J. Stopps, and E. L. Wooster; captain, Mr. E. J. Folley; 

vice-captain. Mr. Geo. Folley; hon. treasurer, Mr. Joseph Austin; hon. secretary, Mr. 

G. H. Quint; committee, Messrs. Joseph Folley, J. W. Avery, W. Folley, W. Stopps, C. 

Greenaway, E. Thompson, and F. Folley. The Treasurer stated that there was a deficit 

of 3s. 2d. on last year's account, but that subscriptions to the amount of £1:7:6 had 

been already received this season. The Secretary was directed to arrange the 

matches for the year. Mr. J. Stopps kindly granted the Club the use of the ground as 

formerly. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 08 October 1904 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club Supper. 

The cricket season was brought to a close on Wednesday, 28th ult., when an 

enjoyable game was played between the members on the ground which has for 

several years been kindly lent by Mr. J. Stopps. of Holly Green Farm. At the termination 

of the match the players, with numerous friends, adjourned to the Queen Inn, where a 

capital repast had been prepared by Host Greenaway. The Vicar Rev. J. F. S. Pritchitt. 

presided, and among those also present were the Rev. J. W. Cruikshank (vicar of 

Stokenchurch), Messrs. C. O. Skilbeck, J. Folley, F. Folley, J. Stopps, J. W. Avery. J. 

Seed, Dr. Bell, .etc. During the evening Mr. Alfred Folley was presented with the bat 

to which, by the rules of the Club, he was entitled for obtaining the highest batting 

average during the past season. The usual toasts were proposed and duly honoured, 

and Messrs. C. O. Skilbeck, G. H. Quint. F. J. Folley, C. Ing, W. Lawrence. A. 

Simmons, C. Greenaway, and others contributed to the gaiety of the evening, either 

with songs, recitations, or instrumental music. " God save the King" brought to a close 

one of the most successful meetings held by the Club. 

 

Bucks Herald - Saturday 16 December 1905 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000270/19040402/042/0008


BLEDLOW. 

Cricket Club Supper. 

The Bledlow Cricket Club held their annual supper on Wednesday, 6th inst., at the 

Queen, when between forty and fifty members and visitors were well catered for by 

Host Lunnon. The Vicar, the Rev. J. W. Cruikshank, as president of the Club, occupied 

the chair, and, in happy terms, proposed "The King," a verse of the National Anthem 

afterwards being sung. The remaining toasts duly honoured were "The President," 

proposed by Mr. J. Stopps, seconded by Mr. Austin; "The Vice-Presidents" (Messrs. 

J. Folley, sen., J. Stopps, J. Skilbeck, C. O. Skilbeck. and E. L. Wooster), proposed by 

Mr. E. J, Catton, to which Messrs. J. Folley and J. Stopps replied; "The Officers of the 

Club”, proposed by Mr. F. Lester, Messrs. E. Catton and J. Austin responding, the 

former of whom presented his report as secretary, and the latter, in making the 

financial statement, announced that the balance in hand, including a sovereign 

received from the Vicar that evening, was nearly two pounds; "The Visitors," proposed 

by Mr. Alfred Folley, Mr. J. Bailey, of Risborough, replying; ”The Host and Hostess”, 

by Mr. W. Avery; “The Chairman," by Mr. J. Folley. Mr. John Folley, jun. (the captain), 

was presented during the course of the evening with bat for his excellent average; Mr. 

A. Folley, who gained the highest average, having received the prize bat last year. 
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Bucks Herald - Saturday 07 April 1906 

BLEDLOW. Cricket Club. 

The annual general meeting of the Bledlow C.C. was held the Queen Inn on Tuesday, 

when the following officers (subject some instances to their approval) were elected: 

President, the Vicar, Bey. J. Cruikshank; Vice-Presidents, Messrs. J. Folley, sen., J. 

Stopps, J. Skilbeck, C. O. Skilbeck, and B. L. Wooster; Captain, E. J. Folley; Vice- 

Captain. A. Folley; Treasurer and Secretary, F. J. Folley Committee, Messrs. J. W. 

Avery, W. Avery, W. Folley, E. Thompson, J. Austin, F. Avery, and G. Folley. Mr. J. 

Stopps, as in former years, very kindly offered the use of convenient meadow in the 

centre of the village to the members for practice and matches. The late treasurer, Mr. 

J. Austin, presented the balance sheet for the past season, and stated that the club 

was free from debt, and the balance in hand was £2:9s:7d. It was decided that the 

Queen Inn should, as heretofore, be the headquarters. Matches with the Alexandra, 

of High Wycombe, were arranged for June 4,at Bledlow, and August 6, at Wycombe, 

the decision as to the remainder of the matches to be played being left in the hands of 

the committee. Votes of thanks to Messrs. J. Austin and E. J. Catton for their services 

as treasurer and secretary respectively during the past year concluded the meeting. 

 

 



Bucks Herald - Saturday 04 May 1907 

BLEDLOW. 

Smoking Concert. A very successful concert in connection with the Bledlow Cricket 

Club was given by the members and their friends at the Queen Inn on Thursday 

evening in last week, when the Vicar, Rev. J. W. Cruikshank, president, occupied the 

chair, being supported Messrs. J. Folley and J. Stopps, vice-presidents. A company 

assembled, notwithstanding the threatening appearance of the weather, which doubt 

prevented several friends from Risborough who had promised to present from fulfilling 

their engagements. Special thanks are due to Messrs. H. J. Cox, N. G. Darvill. and R. 

A. Janes, who very kindly came from Wycombe, and who the large share they took in 

the programme, their genial manner, and the excellent way which they rendered the 

various items, contributed in no small degree to the success of the meeting. A hearty 

vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to them on the motion the Vicar, to which 

Mr. H. J. Cox responded. A vote of thanks was also passed to the President, on the 

proposition of Mr. W. Avery. Appended is the programme: " His day's work was done," 

Mr. G. H. Quint; "God save the King." Mr. H. J. Cox; "The midshipmite." Mr. N. G. 

Darvill; "Jenny, my own true love," Mr. F. White; "Glorious Devon," Rev. J. W. 

Cruikshank; "Duncan Macintosh" (encore, " Inverary Mary"), Mr. R. A. Janes; "The 

volunteer organist." Mr. R. Betton; "What can the matter be" (encore, "Scientific man"), 

Mr. May; "Oldest inhabitant" (encore, " She's proud and beautiful"). Mr. H. J. Cox: 

"Queen of the earth." Mr. N. G. Darvill; "The boarding-house." Mr. G. H. Quint; 

"Yeomen of England," Rev. J. W. Cruikshank; "The old apple tree," Mr. F. White; 

"Tobermory" (encore, "Lass o’ Killie-crankie"), Mr. R. A. Janes; "Pimple on her nose" 

(encore, "Lighthouse-keeper"), Mr. H. J. Cox: "It’s the poor who help the poor," Mr. : 

B. Betton; "God save the King."  

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 08 November 1907 

BLEDLOW.  

CRICKET CLUB ANNUAL DINNER 

PRESENTATION TO MR. F. J. FOLLEY. 

The annual dinner connection with the Cricket Club was held at the Queen Hotel 
Wednesday evening, when everything passed off with the greatest possible success, 
the catering of Hostess Martin much appreciated. The Rev. J. W. Cruikshank (Vicar), 
President of the Club, occupied the chair. there were also present: Dr. J. T. Bell, 
Messrs. F. J. Folley (hon. secretary and treasurer). J. W. Avery, J. Folley sen., Jacob 
Stopps (vice-presidents). A. Folley. John Folley, George Folley. W. J. Avery. Albert 
Avery, F. Avery. Arthur Avery. G. H. Quint, N. G. Darvill (Wycombe). J. Bailey (Princes 
Risborough). G. Strathdee. A. Kingham (Sydenham). J. Curryer, W. Curryer. J. 
Beasley. S. Gomme, O. White. G. Gomme. W. Folley. Sen., A. Grange. C. Cummings, 
P. Smith. F. Smith. William Folley, jun., G. Denton, and others.  

After the repast, the Chairman the loyal toast, which was received with enthusiasm. 
Mr. N. G. Darvill leading the singing of the National Anthem.  

Proceeding with the toast list, the Chairman said he was called upon to propose the 
toast of the evening. “Success to the Bledlow Cricket Club.” (Hear, hear.) He was sorry 
to say the Club had lost more matches than they had won during the past season. 
However, if they had not achieved the success they had wished, they could say that 
the summer was very much, against them. It had been very bad summer indeed for 
cricket, and no doubt if the weather had been better the Cricket Club would have been 
more successful in their matches. If they could not say they had been successful in 
the past season they could at least hope to achieve success in the next season. The 
Bledlow Cricket Club knew how play the game, and were a fine sporting team—they 
also went “all the way” to win. There was one point in which he considered they made 
a mistake, and that was they were too fond of putting the other side in first, after 
winning the toss. He thought the thing to do in cricket was to have the best of the 
wicket and let their opponents have the worst. They had a captain who was very good 
winning the toss. The Hon. F. S. Jackson two years ago won the toss five times at the 
Test Matches with Australia, and that was considered a good thing for his side. The 
English Captain had been successful that way during last year. Mr. Folley, their 
captain, resembled the great captains in that respect. He (the Chairman) thought all 
present agreed—though they were mostly members the Club themselves—that they 
could not better than wish such worthy institution as the Bledlow Cricket Club. They 
always tried for victory and acted a sportsmanlike way. He hoped they would be more 
successful in the future than in the past. One point occurred him with regard the Club, 
namely, few young fellows that came forward. The young men did not seem take an 
interest the Club. Perhaps they were too modest. If they were not so modest, perhaps 
they would come forward and help the Club. It was necessary that they should have 
certain amount of “fresh blood” to assure the future of the Club. He hoped they would 
get lot of young fellows to join and qualify to play in the team. He had heard it said that 
they had no chance to play in the matches. What they wanted was to practice and be 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001609/19071108/129/0008


able to make runs and hold catches and they would be welcomed in the team. With 
this toast coupled the name of the Captain (Mr. John Folley) who, he was sure, was 
deserving of great credit for the way in which he managed the team during [ the 
matches last season. (Applause.)  

Mr. John Folley said he knew they were unsuccessful last season. What was needed 
to make the Club a success was young playing members. The players must get old 
sometime, and if new members were not added to the Club it would die out. There 
was plenty of opportunity for new members to get in the team, as they required more 
playing members. There was one more thing: the Club's ground needed repairing a 
little. That was their own fault. They had the privilege of being able to go there when 
they liked and do practically what they liked. If they had a better ground he believed 
they would get more young members and the prosperity of the Club generally would 
be increased. 

Mr. J. W. Avery said was called upon to propose the toast of “The President.” but could 
not understand why that duty was not placed in more capable hands than his. He was 
sure it needed no words from him to commend the President to them. Their President’s 
betting average was not very high—(laughter)— being four runs; but that was in 
consequence of the bowler starting the ball rolling before the batsman was ready. 
(Laughter.) He attempted to “play” the ball, but missed it, The President was known to 
all of them, and the more they knew him the more they would like him. (Hear, hear.) 
He hoped to see him in the cricket field again. (Applause.) 

The Rev. J. W. Cruikshank thanked them for the way in which the toast had been 
received, and said how pleased he was to accept the position he held. He was sorry 
that when he played for last summer, he did not make many runs. Still, he was taken 
unexpectedly. and had to retire somewhat prematurely when he would have liked to 
have played longer. He had not played in cricket team since 1896, eleven years ago, 
and found it rather difficult to begin again. He felt it a disgrace him to appear in the 
records of the Club, to be handed down to posterity with an average of four. That would 
never do, and he lived in the hope of wiping out that disgrace —(hear, hear)—at the 
expense of Ickford. (Laughter and applause.)  

Mr. Quint proposed “The Vice-Presidents.’’ They had, he said. some good Vice-
Presidents, who supported them loyally. Three them were there that evening, and 
although they were not playing at the present time they had played their time. First of 
all there was Mr. Jacob Stopps who was always very pleased to offer them his ground. 
(Applause.) He had heard Mr. Stopps say that long as lived the ground was free for 
their use. Then came Mr. John Folley. sen. If were not for Mr. Folley he wondered 
where the Bledlow Cricket Club would he. (Laughter.) The third one was Mr. J. W- 
Avery. Wherever the Bledlow team went they generally had Mr. Avery with them to 
score, and they were very grateful to him and the other gentlemen for all they did for 
the Club. (Applause.)  

The health of the Vice-Presidents having been accorded musical honours. 

Mr. J. W. Avery preferred to leave the speech-making to ‘'Uncle,” who generally paid—
for turn-pikes and all. (Laughter.)  



Mr. John Folley, in response, said used play cricket, and although his sight was now 
failing him, he loved to watch the pastime. He thought he had filled the gap left the 
ranks very well indeed. (Laughter.) As long as was able get about he hoped to support 
the Club. (Cheers.) He hoped that next season they would win more matches and 
have an influx of young members. (Applause.)  

Mr. Jacob Stopps said that for years had been very fond of cricket—the game he once 
played. He would again assure them that they were welcome to the use of his ground. 
(Applause.)  

Mr. Albert Folley next proposed “The Officers” He said he knew that they had a good 
hardworking Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, and did not think the Club could better the 
men they had holding these positions. He hardly knew who the other officers were, but 
wondered where the Bledlow Cricket Club would be if it were not for the Folleys and 
Averys. (Applause.)  

Again, the pledge was drunk with “Three times three.” 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer (Mr. F. J. Folley) presented the following balance sheet: 
Income.— Balance in hand, 1906. .£1 6s. 4d.; smoking concert. £1 12s. 6d.; 
subscriptions. £5 18s.; Mr. G. Folley (paid extra for bat), 5s, 6d.; players to Monks 
Risborough, Haddenham, Wycombe, and Shirburn, £1 14s.; total. £10 16s. 4d. 
Expenses.—Supper. 9s. 6d.: Messrs. Vernon’s bill. £5 13s.; prize bat 10s. 6d.; other 
petty expenses. .£4 0s. 4d-; total. .£10 13s. 4d.; balance in hand, 3s. Alluding to the 
finances, Mr. Folley said that ever since he had known the Club they had not had so 
large an income from subscriptions as they did last year. Since the balance sheet had 
been audited he had received 9s. 6d, so that gave them balance in hand of 12s.6d.  

In presenting his report for last season, Mr. Folley said that 16 matches had been 
arranged, but owing to the wet and other causes only 10 were played. They had had 
16 innings and scored 621 runs. losing 131 wickets. The average of the runs was 39 
per innings; and the average per wicket was 4.7. Their opponents had had 17 innings 
scoring 771 runs. They had also lost 160 wickets. Their opponents' average runs was 
45 per innings, and average per wicket was 4.8. Last year, when they played 12 
matches, Bledlow scored 164 runs to 1,231 their opponents. Their averages were not 
quite good as last year. In the batting, Albert Folley came out at the top of the poll, and 
secured the prize. (Applause.) He ought, however, to mention that under existing rule 
Mr. Folley and two others could not take the bat this year, and it therefore went Mr. 
Avery. Mr. Folley proceeded to read the list of averages follows:- 



 

The Chairman then presented the bat Mr. Arthur Avery, and in so doing said hoped he 
would make good use of it (Applause.) He had noticed that the recipient was very 
smart the held and a good howler. Altogether was very promising cricketer. 
(Applause.)  

Mr. A. Avery, in response, said he hoped he should be able to make good use of the 
bat which had been presented to him. (Applause.) 

Mr. Quint said he had now to ask the Chairman to present their Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer with some slight recognition of his valuable services the Club. (Applause.)  

The Chairman, complying with the request, said he was glad the members the Club 
had paid a slight tribute to Mr. F. J. Folley. who worked so hard for the Club. He had 
pleasure in presenting him with a silver-mounted walking stick, and could only hope 
that lie would not use it for any unlawful purpose. (Applause.)  

Mr. F. J. Folley, who was cordially received, said that their gift had come a great 
surprise to him. He thanked them very much for their kindness. As he said before. he 
did the work the Club to the best of his ability. (Applause.) 

Mr. George Avery, in felicitous terms, submitted “The Visitors." coupled with the names 
of Dr. Bell, Mr. N. G. Darvill, and Mr. Bailey. 

Dr. Bell said it was not the first time he had been to their Cricket Club dinner. It was 
always pleasure to come to Bledlow, for they seemed such jolly lot of sportsmen. With 
regard their cricket season, might say that it gave them much satisfaction at Princes 
Risborough to beat Bledlow. The averages the Risborough Club were much like theirs. 
They had played 19 and lost 10. They were, however, very anxious to gel Bledlow 
over Risborough so that they could improve their averages—or, perhaps Bledlow 



might be able to improve theirs at Risborough’s expense (Laughter.). Referring to 
parish matters, Dr, Bell humorously remarked that if certain parishioner had been 
present would probably have objected to Arthur Avery receiving the bat, or even his 
being present, (Laughter.) He might also have objected the Vicar presiding that 
evening. (Renewed laughter). He only wished that was a member of their Parish 
Council, for would like to be one of those to eject the member referred to. (Anplause.)  

Mr. N. G. Darvill, who also responded, referred the pleasant games he had had with 
the Bledlow Club. He also expressed the hope that next year they would have a more 
successful cricket season. 

Mr. W. J. Avery proposed, in complimentary terms. “The Host and Hostess," and also 
mentioned that Messrs. Wheeler and Co. (Wycombe) had contributed 10s. towards 
the evening’s enjoyment.  

Musical honours having been accorded the proposition. Mr. Martin suitably replied. 

At 10 o’clock the National Anthem was sung, and the proceedings terminated. 

The vocal programme provided for the evening’s enjoyment was as follows: 

—Song. “Mulligatawny Soup.” Mr. G. H. Quint; song “Queen of the Earth.” Mr. N. G. 
Darvill: song. “I took me a wife.” Dr. J T. Bel!; song; “Must you "  Mr. Quint; song. "The 
Midshipmite” Mr. N. G. Darvill. song “Sally in our Alley”. Rev. J. W. Cruikshank; song. 
“The Farmer’s boy." Mr. J. Beasley; song. "Oh be careful." Mr. Quint; song ” The 
Longshoreman” (encore "Down the Vale"). Mr. N. G. Darvill; song. "Are we to part like 
this Bill?” Mr. G. Allen; “God save the King.” Mr. G. H. Quint was the accompanist.  

  



Bucks Herald - Saturday 23 May 1908 

BLEDLOW. 

A Smoking Concert in connection with the Bledlow Cricket Club was held at the Queen 
Inn on Thursday, 14th inst. but in consequence of the unfavourable weather the 
attendance was not nearly so numerous on previous occasions. Mr. J. Stopps, vice-
president, occupied the-chair. Songs were contributed by Messrs. F. Nicholls, G. H. 
Quint, G. White, G. Harrison, and others. 

 

  



South Bucks Standard - Friday 26 November 1909 

CRICKET CLUB SUPPER. 

The annual supper in connection with the Cricket Club was held on Wednesday evening last, 

at the “Queen” under the popular and genial chairmanship of the President, the Vicar of the 

parish (the Rev. J, W. Cruikshank). a large company also including Messrs. J. Stopps and H. 

T. Brazell (Vice-Presidents), W. Avery, F. Avery, A. Avery, Alf. Folley, J. Folley, G. Folley, W. 

Folley, Albert Folley, W. Cummings, G. Gomme, G. Gomme, jun., C. Strathdee, J. Clayton. J, 

Plumridge, J. West. H. Brooks. G. H. Quint, Smith. Delafield, Swatton, P. Smith, and others, 

including the popular secretary and treasurer (Mr. F. Folley), to whom great credit is due for 

the success the evening’s arrangements. Mr, Stratfold Read wrote expressing regret at 

inability to present. The catering of Mr. and Mrs. Woodward gave every satisfaction. After 

dinner the loyal toasts were given from the chair and duly honoured.  

The Chairman, in giving the toast the evening, “Success to the Bledlow Cricket Club," said 

that last summer was such a bad season that the match list was much restricted. In the five 

matches that were played, however, they had not done badly, having won twice, lost twice 

and tied once, and hoped to see them even better in the future. The batting prowess of the 

Bledlow Cricket Club was famous in the neighbourhood, and with good wicket they could 

always get plenty of runs. He understood that Mr. Frank Avery had got the “average" bat, and 

on that he must congratulate him. (Applause.) He was a young member, and it was young 

members that they had been looking for for a long time, He could not help thinking that the 

future success of the club depended on the infusion of new blood. They found this out in the 

great test match with Australia, and they were finding it out in their own club. (Hear, hear.) He 

coupled with the toast the name of Mr. John Folley.  

Mr. John Folley, in reply, raid the club had been suffering from lack of members; and, without 

disparaging the older members in any way, agreed with, the Chairman that it was the infusion 

of young blood which the club needed.  

Mr. A. G. Folley proposed the health of the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer (Mr. F. Folley). He 

had done splendid work for the club, and they all hoped would long continue in that dual 

position. (Applause.)  

The toast was drunk with musical honours. 

Mr. F. Folley, returning thanks, said that what he had been able to do for the club had been 

pleasure to him. Last year he desired to vacate the offices he now held, but at the general 

meeting the club, they would not release him. (Applause and voice; “And don't intend to.") He 

then presented hie report, as follows:- 

Mr. Chairman,—ln presenting to you the annual report the Club’s work this year, I am sorry to 

say we were not able to play more matches owing to the very wet season. We had eight 

matches arranged, but only five were played, two were scratched with Chinnor. and the other 

match, owing to Princes Risborough refusing to come and play the return on our ground, as 

they said it was not fit to play a match on, so the Committee decided not to play the match. 

The matches played were with Monks Risborough (2). Wycombe Alexandra (2). and Princes 

Risborough (1). Of these we won two. lost two. and the other game ended a tie so that if we 

have not played many matches. I think that the Club have done as well this season as the 

past seasons. The matches won were against Monks Risborough at home. Princes 

Risborough away, and lost to Monks Risborough away, and Alexandra away; and the match 

we tied was with Alexandra home. The batting averages for the year compare very well with 



the last two years, but there is still room for great deal of improvement yet. I should like see a 

great many more of the young people take a more keen interest in the game, as without young 

blood it will impossible to keep the Club going. The prize bat this year is won by Mr. Frank 

Avery, although his average was, not the highest average, with score of 10.7 per innings, as 

Mr. A. Policy and Mr. G. Folley were not entitled to receive it. and Mr, F. Smith had not played 

in enough matches.  

Income: Subscriptions. £1 3s.; the President. £1: Rothschild party, per Mr. Woodward. 5s.; 

paid players for trap to matches. 5s.—£2 13s.; due to Treasurer. 16s. 8d.; total £3 9s. 8d.; 

Expenditure; Due Treasurer. 1908. £1 0s. 8d.; Mr. J. Stopps’ bill, 12s; W. White, preparing 

ground, 2s.; Mr. Denton, trap hire. 15s.; expenses of matches, umpires and scorer. 7s.; 

Secretary and Treasurer’s expenses. 2s. 6d.; prize bat, 1909. 10s. 6d total £3 9s. 8d. 

The health of the President was proposed by Mr. Brazell, who referred to the great and 

continued interest which the Vicar took in the welfare the dub. The toast was drunk with 

musical honours, and the President duly replied. “The Vice-Presidents” was given by Mr. G. 

W. Avery, and responded to by Messrs. Stopps and Brazell. The Host and Hostess toasted, 

the proposition Mr. Strathdee, concluded the list.  

In the course of the evening the President handed the “average” bat to Mr. Frank Avery amid 

applause. Capital songs wore sung Messrs. Q. H. Quint. H. Brooks. P. Nicholls, Swatton, and 

others, the Vicar kindly carrying out the duties of accompanist. 

During the evening, invitation was read from Mr. T. J. Mead (hon. secretary of the West 

Wycombe Cricket Club), to play a match next season. 

The singing of the National Anthem brought most enjoyable evening to a close. The averages 

for the past season were follows; 

 



Buckinghamshire Remembers 

1914 – 1918 War Remembrance 

Bledlow Holy Trinity Church 

The War Memorial in Bledlow Church 

 

In Memory of the men of Bledlow 
who gave their lives in two World Wars 

1914 - 1918 

F.W ALLEN (East Surrey Regiment)   H. MITCHELL (Machine Gun Corps) 

F.J AVERY (Rifle Brigade)   F.A PROCTOR (Royal Fusiliers) 

W. BOWLER (Oxford & Bucks LI)   E.A.J RIDGLEY (Royal Field Artill.) 

C. CLAYDON (Machine Gun Corps)   R.R SMITH (Coldstream Guards) 

A. KINGHAM (Grenadier Guards)   J. THOMPSON M M (K.O.Y.L.I) 

W. KINGHAM (Gloucestershire Regt)   C.H VARO (Essex Regt) 
 

 

1939 – 1945 War Remembrance 

G. AXTEN (Royal Berkshire Regt.)  | R. GOODCHILD (Royal Artillery)  

H.L. CALTHROP (Royal Sussex Regt.)  | L. Smith (Green Howards)   

W.C. COE (E.A. Reconnaissance Regt.) | W.F. THOMPSON (Royal Artillery)  
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